
THE KYEBI DECLARATION: 

A Call For Increased Urgency 
For Climate Actions With Local 

Communities

The kyebi declaration aims to act as a catalyst for increased urgency to accelerate 
climate action in ghana and to secure strong commitments to pursue adaptation 

and mitigation options that will put ghana on the path to achieve net zero emissions 

before 2050.

At the ofori panin fie,

kyebi on october 26th-27th 2021
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We participants from government, 
traditional leaders, local communities, 

religious leaders, Development partners, 
non-governmental organizations, civil society, 
youth, the academic community, the business 
community and all spheres of life across Ghana, 
convened at Kyebi in the Eastern Region of 
Ghana from 26th to 27th October  2021 for 
the Royal Dialogue on Climate Action and the 
Sustainable Development Goals organized  
under the distinguished patronage of His Royal 
Majesty Osagyefuo Amoatia Ofori Panin  and in 
the context of His Excellency the President  of 
Ghana’s role as Co-chair of the Eminent Group 
of Advocates.
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PREAMBLE

1.	 We recognize that climate change represents an urgent and potentially irreversible 
threat to the sustainable development aspirations of all countries on the planet; 

2.	 We recognize that climate change impacts, such as rising temperatures, desertification, 
droughts, flooding, sea level rise, coastal inundation and many others have become 
pervasive and verifiable realities in our communities;

3.	 We recognize that current and future well-being of people, communities, businesses, and 
natural systems are complexly inter-linked to our collective abilities to take conscious 
and ambitious actions to adapt and to achieve climate-resilient sustainable development;

4.	 We recognise, also that while developing countries are low emitters, they are bearing a 
disproportionately high cost from the impact of climate change. In response to the global 
and moral obligation to pursue a low carbon and climate resilient development pathway, 
development countries are constrained in their ability to rapidly exploit its natural 
resources to boost industralisation and economic growth, with the risk of some of their 
natural resources becoming stranded.

5.	 We emphasize the urgency for all stakeholders to work together to limit average 
temperature increase to below 1.5° Celsius above pre-industrial levels; and the need for 
governments to expedite actions to achieve NetZero emission that ensure responsible 
emission reduction targets for all nations;
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6.	 We emphasize existing climate financing gaps and the urgent imperative for developed 
nations to renew commitments to pledges made towards the $ 100 billion climate change 
fund and also to secure new funding streams;

7.	 We emphasize also the need for coordinated efforts within and among nations and the 
importance of innovative partnerships that bring local climate actions into seamless 
convergence with global expectations;

8.	 We acknowledge the critical role of the African Traditional and Ecological knowledge 
systems in the fight against Climate Change;

9.	 We are concerned also that not many people living in their different places in Africa have 
the requisite knowledge and capacity to participate equally and effectively in climate 
actions;

10.	We are concerned about the inadequate participation of the Africa’s private sector 
in climate action and the insufficient exploration of business innovation that climate 
impacts may present;

11.	We are convinced that a meaningful fight against climate change and the quest for 
sustainable development in Africa will require that all actions are aligned with the 
elimination of poverty;

12.	We, gathered here, within our respective mandates, in our areas of responsibility and 
expertise; considering our needs, capacities, available resources, and national priorities, 
make this solemn declaration to strengthen efforts, processes and commitments towards 
a climate-resilient sustainable development. 
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WE DO HEREBY DECLARE TO

1.	 Commit to working closely with governments and all stakeholders to create the requisite 
enabling environment to facilitate ambitious and strategic climate actions with co-
benefits for adaptation and mitigation.

2.	 Urge Governments around the world to renew focus and commitment on key 
international climate agreements, such as the Paris Agreement (NDCs and Climate 
Financing), the SDGs, and to expedite actions on them.

3.	 Urge governments, development partners and all stakeholders to consciously link the 
fight against climate change to the elimination of poverty and improving the well-being 
and welfare for all.

4.	 Facilitate the creation of partnerships and coalitions of people, organizations, and 
institutions within and among nations to acquire the requisite capacity to explore and 
secure climate financing opportunities and technologies to support local climate actions.

5.	 Eliminate barriers to just and equitable participation of diverse stakeholders especially 
marginalized and vulnerable groups such as women, children, youth and persons with 
disabilities in climate actions and sustainable development processes at the national and 
local community levels

6.	 Develop local capacity through purposeful and intentional education and training that 
enhances awareness creation, the development of the requisite knowledge, skills, and 
dispositions to support climate actions for sustainable development.

7.	 Engage traditional leaders and communities to deepen and institutionalize the 
application of traditional and indigenous knowledge systems in climate and sustainable 
development actions. 

8.	 Engage the private sector and empower them to participate in climate actions and to take 
advantage of potential business innovations that may be inherent in climate change.

9.	 Raise awareness and advocate for ambitious emissions reduction targets and actions that 
contribute towards global efforts to reach NetZero; and will do these by focusing on the 
following:

10.	 Advocate for fairer distribution of climate costs and responsibilities to ensure that 
countries, businesses and communities that have contributed less to climate change do 
not incur disproportionately high financial, social and environmental cost



The Kyebi Declaration On Climate Action For Sustainable Development 7

DATA-SOURCING ARCHITECTURE 

1.	  Invest in the development of climate information services as an avenue to increase 
access to timely, predictive, reliable, usable climate information to support decision 
making in key climate-sensitive sectors.

2.	  Address the prevalent challenge of data-poverty (data unavailability) in most African 
countries and institutions through the development of new innovative and networked 
data gathering mechanisms that facilitate easy and convenient access to data for 
climate change decisions and actions.

3.	  Build the capacity of relevant institutions at all levels to improve their operational 
efficiencies. 

NATIONALLY DETERMINED CONTRIBUTIONS (NDCs)

1.	 Urge governments to pursue the NDCs with renewed commitments and to align 
such efforts to the broader national poverty reduction initiatives 

2.	 Address the unintended impacts of the implementation of the NDCs at the local 
level.

3.	 Strengthen institutions at all levels to facilitate coherent translations of set 
objectives into impactful local actions.  

4.	 Mobilize the leadership of local and traditional authorities and empower them to 
participate in the implementation of the NDCs  

PRIVATE SECTOR

1.	 Build the capacity of businesses through focused education and training, to know, 
understand and appreciate the effects of climate risks on their business operations, 
as well as to appreciate the inherent opportunities that climate actions present for 
business innovations.

2.	 Encourage private sector participation in climate actions through policy, financing and 
taxation incentives that create the requisite enabling environment for businesses to 
participate confidently in climate actions.
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Climate Financing 
	► Urge Governments to show stronger commitment for the realization of the $US100 

billion adaptation financing pledge from developed countries and also to secure new 
funding streams.

	► Advocate for new and additional financing arrangements and mechanisms that draw a 
clear distinction between climate financing and development assistance. 

	► Develop the capacities of local institutions, organizations and communities to acquire 
the requisite technologies, knowledge, skills, and competencies to explore international 
climate financing opportunities.

GENDER RESPONSIVENESS

1.	 Identify and engage all gender and disadvantaged 
groups to participate equally in adaptation and 
mitigation actions in local communities.

2.	 Empower gender groups through information 
dissemination, education, training, and capacity 
building to understand the climate change 
phenomenon and to facilitate their individual and 
collective abilities to implement adaptation and 
mitigation actions. 

3.	 Urge governments and other stakeholders 
to create an enabling environment through 
the creation of policies, regulatory and other 
incentivizing instruments that ensure equitable and 
just participation of marginalized groups in climate 
actions.
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YOUTH EMPOWEREMENT

1.	 Engage the youth through innovative approaches that are current and emerging youth 
culture to understand and adopt climate-friendly lifestyles. 

2.	 Empower youth groups through education and training to deepen their knowledge, 
understanding and agency to initiate climate actions.  

TRADITIONAL LEADERS AND COMMUNITIES

1.	 Mobilize traditional leaders to lead climate and sustainable development actions in 
their local communities.

2.	 Empower traditional rulers through sensitization, training, and capacity building to 
enhance their understanding and appreciation of the climate change phenomenon 
and available adaptation and mitigation actions.

3.	 Support traditional rulers to implement climate actions and sustainable 
development programs that align with the SDGs and with broader community-based 
efforts to eliminate poverty.

LOCAL AUTHORITIES

1.	 Strengthen local governance to make them effective and functional in their roles as local 
level climate action leaders.

2.	 Build the capacity of local authorities to see the inherent opportunities in climate change 
and to leverage them to their advantage. 
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WAY FORWARD…

1.	 We invite all stakeholders including civil society organisations to support and be 
accountable for the implementation of this declaration. 

2.	 We commit to taking this declaration and its provisions forward,

3.	 looking ahead to important milestones such as the upcoming United Nations Climate 
Change Conference (COP 26) in Glasgow, Scotland.

4.	 We call on multi-sectoral support and collaborations to take urgent actions on this 
declaration. 

5.	 We reaffirm the fact that climate change is the most pressing human challenge of our 
time and that it presents a formidable obstacle to the realization of the Sustainable 
Development Goals; we also re-emphasize that meaningful climate actions must be 
aligned with broader actions to eliminate poverty; and that, taking actions for climate is 
no longer a choice or a future endeavor; it is an urgent requirement whose future is now. 

6.	 We call on the government of Ghana to share this declaration at COP26 Conference in 
Glasgow and to ensure that the world hear our voices, our concerns, and our commitment 
to join the rest of the global community to explore transformational possibilities.

7.	 We express our deepest gratitude to His Royal Majesty Osagyefo Amoatia Ofori Panin 
for his thoughtfulness, generosity, and unbridled dedication to mobilizing action and 
resources to ensure a climate-resilient sustainable development for current and future 
generations. We also congratulate his Majesty for taking the lead in piloting a Smart 
Sustainable City in Kyebi.
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MINISTRY 
OF

FINANCE

We also acknowledge the following partners:

And sponsorship from:
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Declared On 27th October 2021 At The

Ofori Panin Fie, Kyebi On The Occassion Of The  Royal Dialogue 
On Climate Action And Sustainable Developmentorganised By 

The Sdgs Advisory Unit Of The Office Of The President And The 
Okyeman Environment Foundation.


